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¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
!ǇǊƛƭ нн ς /ƭŀǊƪŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
 /ƭŀǊƪŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ 
 ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ 5ŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ 9ŀǎǘ 
 [ŀƪŜ tŀǊƪ ς ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ рƪ wǳƴκ
 ǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƘƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΦ 
 9ǾŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀƳ 

Wǳƭȅ у ς нƴŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴ ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊ {Ƙƻǿ ŀǘ 
 9ŀǎǘ [ŀƪŜ tŀǊƪ ς ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ 

 

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Lƻǿŀ IƛǾŜ IŀƴŘƭŜǊǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
 ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ς 5ŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΣ 
 ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǊƪŜ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǘ спм-опн-офсл 

3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪΫα 



 ά Volunteer Spotlight 

Marilyn Dorland was born 83 years ago, and raised on a farm in 
Clarke County.  Her lifelong interest in the environment and con-
servation began with her parents.  She was taught to identify wild 
plants and wild animals as a child.  That interest has continued to 
this day. 

Like so many children of that era she helped her parents with 
planting gardens and trees.  She was obsessed with pulling non-
native weeds, and this habit continues today. 

As an adult she purchased 78 acres of woodland adjacent to her 
parentôs farm.  In the late 80ôs she participated in the ISU Master 
Woodland program.  Marilyn has planted around 400 walnut trees 
on this property.  Until she became a cancer survivor 9 years ago, 
she held annual picnics on this property.  Sometimes, there were 
as many as 80 people participating in hikes and lectures about 
plants, trees, mushrooms, and the animal diversity in her timber.  A 
1/3 acre pond was added for them to enjoy. 

Marilynôs passion to grow things turned her to the ISU Extension 
Master Garden program.  While participating in the Farmerôs Mar-
ket in Osceola she heard from many people that they wished they 
had a place to garden.  Marilyn contacted the local Extension Ser-
vice in 2001.  By 2003 she and the Extension had property availa-
ble to interested gardeners.  They started with eight 10ôx20ô 
beds.  By 2016, there are 35 beds with people growing all kinds of 
crops.  This garden is called a Diversity Garden, because it serves 
the Latino population in our city.  Marilyn is a quiet presence who 
gives out advice on how to protect the environment as she walks 
by a gardener.  They always take her advice to protect good in-
sects and the birds that share this space. 

Marilyn is sought as an advisor for surrounding areas.  She has 
helped the Murray Methodist Church to establish a garden for local 
people to share.  She is a popular speaker on ñGardening with the 
Environmentò.  Helping 4-H children to understand the importance 
of sustainable gardening is one of her many projects 

Marilyn has volunteered to lead school groups for the Conservation 
Boardôs school trips since the early ó80ôs.  She has passed on to 
hundreds of school children her amazing knowledge of everything 
from how the Native people used plants to how we can protect 
them today.  She has volunteered to be a board member for the 
newly formed Friends of Clarke County Conservation. 

Marilynôs concern for environment even extends to recycling.  She 
is a volunteer for CROSS Ministries in Osceola.  In the winter time 
she turns pillowcases into dresses, and t-shirts into shorts.  800 of 
these pieces of clothing have been sent abroad to Haiti, Nigeria, 
South Africa and Honduras.   Volunteers have taken lessons from 
her to save these fabrics from ending up in the landfill. 

During the summer, Marilyn volunteers at CROSS Ministries to sort 
plastic, fabric, cardboard, metal and books for recycling.  This 
takes up 15 to 20 hours a week at CROSS Ministries 

Marilyn Dorland and husband Merrill have been married 64 
years.  They have 3 children, 6 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren.  At 83, she hopes that the projects she has started 
and thrived continue on, even when she can only participate as an 
advisor. 

                    Article written by Beth Brown 
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[ŀǊǊȅ YŜƭƭŜǊ - tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

CǊŀƴƪ wƛƭŜȅ - ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

{Ŏƻǧ YŜƴǘ - {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

.ŜǾ {ŜŜōŜǊƎŜǊ - ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ 

aŀǊƛƭȅƴ 5ƻǊƭŀƴŘ - 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

!ƭƭŀƴ aŀǘƘƛŀǎ - 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

{ǇŜƴŎŜǊ {ŜŜōŜǊƎŜǊ - 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

{ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ {ƴŜƭƭ - 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
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